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The Kobe Japan-Australia Society is celebrating the 40th anniversary of its
establishment — a truly significant milestone. In honour of all our hard-working
members and successive past Presidents who have served us from the day of its
establishment until today, I would like to express my sincere appreciation.

Commencing with the Memorial Ceremony held on January 28th this year in
honour of Ms. Mineko Furusawa, the founder and inspiration behind our society,
through to acting as host society of the 2012 National Federation of Japan Australia
Societies General Conference, we welcome you to the 40th Anniversary Reception.

We at the Kobe Japan-Australia Society value the ongoing expansion of our
person to person exchanges at the grass roots level, and have contributed overall to the
depth of the history and exchange of the Japan-Australia friendship. Commencing
with a connection to the people of Brisbane City, Queensland, we now have links to
almost the entire nation.

Just last month, Australia’s Prime Minister Julia Gillard launched the “Australia
in the Asian Century White Paper”. A few months before this, as part of the drafting
process, a pre-launch discussion session was held at the Australian Embassy in Tokyo
and at that time, as a member of an NPO Japan Australia organization, I was given the
opportunity to make a point about the importance of increasing educational exchange
programs between Japan and Australia. Included in this White Paper is the provision
of study opportunities for national students from primary school to high school, to
study four priority Asian languages: Japanese, Chinese, Indonesian and Hindi.

Of the various exchange programs our organization has promoted, our Japanese
Language Assistant Teacher Program will enter its 38th year this year. The number of
people who have been connected with teaching both Japanese language and about
Japan in Australia through this program will soon reach 150. Based on those
practical work experiences, every year when participants report back upon their return
to Japan, I hear that they now want to learn more deeply about their own country and
have grown to think lovingly about Japan. We feel that at the fundamental core of
programs such as this, is the on-going development of productive person to person
exchanges. We ask all of you to cooperate with us in this endeavour.

Toshikazu Ota
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Australia Japan Society - ueensland Inc.
ABN 73 204 906 231

Dear President Ota-san,

To the Kobe Japan-Australia Society and ail of its members, both past and present, on the occasion of your
40th anniversary - 40 shunen omedeto gozaimasu.

It is with great pleasure that I am able to write to you and your members on attaining this significant
milestone. On behalf of the Australia-Tapan Society (Queensland) Inc. and all of its members may I wish
you all the very best on this occasion.

It may be of interest to your members to note that the Australia-Fapan Society (Queensland) shares the same
anniversary as your Society. Our Society is also celebrating its 40th anniversary this year. This too is a
milestone that we are proud of, and which represents 40 years of dedication by a number of hard-working
people, both Australian and Japanese, collaborating together for a commen and well-meaning purpose - to
promote a common interest and mutual understanding between Australia and Japan in order to create a
bridge between our two countries.

We are pleased to say that this common purpose remains strong in our organisation, and I am also pleased
to have visited Kobe in May and October this year to see that this common purpose remains strong in the
Kobe Japan-Australia Society. Our two Societies have an existing and warm relationship and we Jook
forward to continuing to jointly develop and strengthen that relationship in future years.

On this occasion may I reinforce an open and warm welcome to any of your members should they find
themselves in Brisbane.

Congratulations on your 40th anniversary, and we hope you celebrate this milestone in true Australian and
Japanese spirit.

All our best,

FA) ZwnAd0RFERVSD
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